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Weekly Q&A

GOP legislative candidates explore education
Six candidates for the
Republican nomination to
run for the Arizona House
of Representatives for
District 8 have been answering questions for The
Times over the past several
weeks.
District 8 covers all of
Fountain Hills, the Verde
Communities and most of
Scottsdale.
Those vying in the GOP
primary include incumbent
Rep. John Kavanagh of
Fountain Hills.
Challengers include Michael Blaire, Dr. Ray Mahoubi, Paula Pennypacker,
Michelle Ugenti and Eric
Ulis.
The top two candidates
from the Aug. 24 primary
will be on the ballot for
the General Election in
November.
Democrats have not
been included in this Q&A
as there is just one Democratic candidate on the
ballot for the primary. John
Kriekard’s name will go on
the ballot for the General
Election unchallenged.
The fourth question in
the series is as follows:
Do you believe the public

education system in Arizona is adequate to provide
the future workforce for a
vibrant, growing economy
in the state? What steps
can the legislature take to
improve public education,
without considering additional funding?

Paula Pennypacker
There is definitely room
for improvement in our
public education system as
we transition into a global
economy. So the first thing
I would do to improve education without additional
funding is follow the advice
of Michelle Rhee, chancellor for the District of Columbia schools, and “give
all lousy teachers the boot.”
Good teachers would then
be paid for performance
with the savings from the
elimination of underperforming teachers.
Next I would throw my
support behind the charter
school movement so that
parents have more choices
of schools to send their
children. And last but not
least, I would restructure
the education bureaucracy
to put more dollars in the
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classroom and push for
alternative teacher certification.
Those are only a few
suggestions, and I am just
getting started.

Michelle Ugenti
We are blessed to live
in a community that values its education, and
we need to be sure that
we safeguard our schools
and ensure that precious
funds make their way to
classrooms, not constantly
growing administrative
bureaucracies.
I commend the Legislature’s efforts to improve
Arizona’s education system. This past year lawmakers were successful in
passing the following bills:
SB 2298 – Experts in specific fields like math can
now teach in schools without having a teaching certificate.
SB 2732 - Ends social
promotion for third graders who have not learned
the basics of reading.
These are just two steps
made by our Legislature
that will increase accountability and transparency
on behalf of our schools
as well as send a message
to parents and taxpayers
that Arizona can improve
and is dedicated to providing the best education
possible for its students.
However, more can be
done:
I support eliminating
legislative mandates that
decrease school districts’
flexibility to respond to its
particular needs.
I support school choice,
which is crucial to a competitive educational environment. School choice
also empowers parents so
they can make the best
decisions based on their
children’s needs.
I support school vouchers and private school tax
credits, so long as they
save the state money.

Eric Ulis

Safe
Homes
Network
of Fountain Hills

Will you pledge to keep
your home safe from teenage
parties and illegal drugs?

ness leaders, especially in
the high tech arena, many
have told me that Arizona’s
public schools are not adequately preparing our
kids for tomorrow’s jobs.
This must change.
To be sure, the solution
does not solely consist
of increased funding to
education. There are other
things we can do.
A recent state auditor
report illustrated that only
57 percent of Arizona’s
K-12 public education
funding actually makes it
into the classroom. Considering that the national average is 62 percent I think
it is prudent to explore the
reasons why the bureaucracy is siphoning so much
money from classrooms.
Indeed, if we merely got
to the national average
we would see an additional $330 million per year
make it into the classroom.
This money could be used
to reward good teachers,
buy supplies, or in some
other manner enhance
our children’s education
experience.
As a strong advocate of
free markets and capitalism I believe we must also
interject competition into
Arizona’s school systems.
We do this through utilizing vouchers, student tuition organizations (STOs),
and charter schools.
We must do better when
it comes to educating our
children and preparing
them for the future. And
there are plenty of alternatives that do not involve
increased funding.

Michael Blaire
The State Constitution
grants the Legislature
power to oversee educational programs, develop
curricula and establish
standards and measurement mechanisms for both
students and teachers.
Emphasis must be
placed on development of
a STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and
Math) curriculum.
All students must be
able to read and write
by the end of first grade.
Those for whom English is
not the primary language
will enter into an immersion program in kindergarten so that they will
attain an equivalent level

of competency.
Reading comprehension and critical thinking
must become the centerpiece of the curriculum,
with consistent exposure
to STEM subjects and the
arts throughout.
The state must also
foster the development
of partnerships with local businesses to increase
the level of technology
utilized for teaching in
the classroom. Furthermore, these partnerships
can provide an excellent
source of learning material
and “guest” teachers, who
would add relevance and
variety to the educational
experience.
Ultimately, the state
must develop measurement instruments to determine the academic
success of students and
the educational effectiveness of teachers. Not more
standardized testing, but
more meaningful testing,
with data utilized to trend
students, teachers and
administrators.
With a “back to basics”
type of approach, Arizona
will be ready to meet the
educational challenges of
the coming decades.

John Kavanagh
Our public education
system is performing well
but could do much better.
Arizona students generally rank a little below
the national average on
standardized tests. However, were the scores of
non-English speaking students omitted until they
mastered the language,
Arizona students would
score in the upper 25 percent nationally.
We can best prepare
Arizona students for the
future by refocusing on
the basics and demanding
more from every student
and teacher.
No students should
leave high school without
completing two full-year
lab science courses, four
years of math and as many
English and writing courses as it takes to make them
literate.
In addition, the per-
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the factors involved before you buy. In
answer to this issue, Industry Insiders have prepared a FREE special
report entitled “6 Things You Must
Know Before You Buy”.
Having the right information
before hand can undoubtedly make
a major difference in this critical
negotiation. To order a FREE Special
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• I will not knowingly allow youth (under 21) to consume or use
alcohol or illegal drugs at my home, my property, or gatherings I am
hosting at other locations.
• I will provide reasonable adult supervision for parties of underage
youth at my home or on my property.
• When I am out of town, I will not knowingly allow my children to
host parties in my home involving underage youth.
• I welcome and encourage contact from other parents whose children are gathering at my home, and I will maintain confidentiality, if
asked.
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Ray Mahoubi
Over the previous decade, Arizona dramatically
increased education funding, but the funding levels
did not increase test scores
or reduce class sizes. Now,
Arizona faces a financial
crisis and schools have
seen the funding increases
reversed.
Now, we must figure out
how to do more with less
in the classroom. We must
ensure this generation of
school age children does
not suffer academically
because of the state’s financial crisis.
Arizona needs to refocus
its education system.
More autonomy is needed for each school and
each classroom to increase
the expectations of our
students. Arizona cannot
continue to have a second
rate education system. We
must empower principals
and teachers to be the driving force in this change.
Parents also need to be
more involved and take
more responsibility for
their children’s education.
The opportunity to learn
and develop does not end
when the school bell rings.
Students must be challenged with a variety of
educational opportunities
throughout their lives, because many of the lessons
most critical to their success will not be discovered
in a text book.
The better prepared our
students arrive at school,
the more time our teachers can spend challenging
them with a rigorous curriculum.

Blood drive August 20-21

6 Costly Mistakes to Avoid Before
Buying a Home
Fountain Hills - A new report has just
been released which identifies the 6
most common and costly mistakes
that homebuyers make before buying a home.
Mortgage regulations have
changed significantly over the last
few years, making your options
wider than ever. Subtle changes
in the way you approach mortgage
shopping, and even small differences
in the way you structure your mortgage, can save or cost you literally
thousands of dollars and years of
expense.
Whether you are about to buy
your first home, or are planning to
make a move to your next home, it is
critical that you inform yourself about

formance of all teachers
should be regularly tested
and those who perform well
should receive merit pay increases and poor performers
should be helped to improve
or helped out the door.
We owe it to our children
and our nation to provide students with a good
education. To deliver less
cheats our children out of
their future and our nation
out of its necessary place
as the preeminent force for
peace and freedom in the
world.
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one of the easiest ways is
to give blood.
In conjunction with
United Blood Services, the
Noon Kiwanis Club is organizing a community blood
drive Friday and Saturday,
Aug. 20-21.
The blood drive will
be held that Friday and
Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. at the Fountain Hills
Community Center.
For this blood drive, Dr.
Liz Smith is serving as solo
coordinator. Her “blood
sucking” sister, Margaret
Davis, will be out of town
during this early autumn
blood drive.
To make an appointment
for giving blood, contact
Smith at 837-2600, 8378110 or (480) 206-4785.
Walk-ins also will be accepted during the drives.
One may also visit www.
bloodhero.com and enter
in the code “Kiwanis.”
UBS has been Arizona’s non-profit community
blood provider since 1943
and serves patients in 50
Arizona hospitals.
The UBS network is one
of the nation’s oldest and
largest non-profit blood
service organizations, and
is a founding member of
America’s Blood Centers
and the American Association of Blood Banks.
Patients receiving lifesaving blood transfusions
could be accident victims,
surgery patients or those
receiving treatments for
leukemia, cancer and other
diseases.
Donation reminders:
• Don’t forget identification; one cannot donate
without it.
• Hydrate…United
Blood Services recommends drinking plenty of
water to make the donation
experience the best it can
be.
• Eat a hearty, low-fat
meal before donating.
Eligibility questions:
1-800-288-2199, ext. 5497.

