Looking for a buyer for that
old bedroom furniture?
Do you want to buy a vehicle?
Considering selling
your home?
Read the Classifieds to
find your answers.
See Pages 10C – 14C.
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*Social host
ordinance
sought here
Rule: Parents responsible for parties
By Michael Scharnow
Times Editor

In light of recent controversy surrounding a School
Board member whose residence was the location of
a teen drinking party last
year, a drug abuse prevention coalition is pushing for
the adoption of a municipal
“social hosting” ordinance.
Such ordinances are seen
as giving law enforcement
additional tools for cracking
down on teen drinking and
holding parents responsible
for what transpires in their
homes.
Toughened rules also
are seen as additional teen
drinking prevention tools.
Carole Groux, director
of the Fountain Hills Youth
Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition, plans to address the Town Council in
March and urge passage of
such an ordinance.
“It is a proven effective
strategy that moves us to-

wards changing the social
norms and reducing underage alcohol consumption,”
Groux said.
“Not all parents and not
all friends over 21 realize
the dangers and short- and
long-term effects of underage drinking.”
Many letter writers and
others have questioned in
recent weeks why School
Board member Pat McNettGreen was not cited herself
after 16 juveniles were
cited for minor consumption
violations at her home in
March 2009.
Under state laws, an
adult must supply a minor
with alcohol to be cited for
contributing to the delinquency of a minor (a misdemeanor).
Often times it is difficult
for law enforcement, upon
arriving at the scene of
an underage beer party, to
determine who exactly sup(cont. on Page 4A)

Statement by teens’ attorney
(Editor’s Note: Following is a statement submitted to
‘The Times’ by Harlan W. Green, attorney for the juveniles
who filed a notice of claim seeking damages from the
Fountain Hills Unified School District and Sheriff’s Office
for allegedly violating laws governing police records.
Mr. Green also is the father of one of the teens, Martess
Green. The initial story on this incident did not include
comments from Mr. Green because none were received
prior to presstime, thus we have agreed to publish his
full statement here.)
I would like to offer a civics review to your staff and readers over the confusion created by the process created by
law to process a governmental claim prior to filing a lawsuit.
Each governmental entity must receive a claim with a sum
certain for damages within six months of the tort giving rise
to the claim. After service of the claim, the entity has 60
days to review the claim and accept or reject the claim as
presented. The lawsuit is filed within one year of the initial
tort act. This process allows the government to budget for
and pay its claims.
My clients’ claims were ignored, and the Sheriff’s Office
acknowledged they continue to share the juvenile identities
with the school, and the school has shared the discipline
consequences with the sheriff. Thank you for confirming the
additional unlawful conduct by the school officials of violating
the Federal Family Education Record Protection Act of 1974
(FERPA). The Federal Court now has jurisdiction over this
breach, and the consequences include further damages for
my clients and the School District’s loss of all federal funding.
There is a lawful process for the schools to present to
every law enforcement agency in the state: a request for
public records on each student, faculty member, parent and
employee every day of the week to know the total picture of
the personal life of each of us. The school would have to pay
the search fees and record copying fees, plus they would
(cont. on Page 4A)
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Music to their ears
Two picked
for honor
region band
By Ryan Winslett
Times Reporter

The Fountain Hills High
School music program continues to shine this year
with band members Matt
Vezey and Will Aker being
accepted to the Central
Region Honor Band.
Vezey, a senior tuba
player, and Aker, a freshman trombonist, recently
joined several of their fellow musicians in trying
out for the band.
“There are a bunch
of different regions in
the state,” Vezey said.
“A band director has to
nominate you and Mrs.
Truby nominated us for
the audition portion.”
Vezey said students
from all over the central
region showed up to audition with only a select
number being given a
spot on the Honor Band.
When asked how they
performed at auditions,
both boys smiled.
“I think it went really
well,” Vezey said. “I got in,
so that’s good.”
Aker agreed.
“Yeah, mine went well
too,” Aker said. “Honestly,
I was a little nervous.”
Aker explained that,
at the auditions, musicians went into a quiet
room where they couldn’t
even see the men and
women judging their performance.
“You just sit there, Matt Vezey and Will Aker recently took part in the 2009 Region Honor Band. They
will find out in the coming months if they qualified to play for the state band.
(cont. on Page 11A)

Great Fair lifts off without balloons
It’s time for the annual
Fountain Hills Great Fair.
The most significant
change this year in the
three-day event starting
Friday is that hot air balloons will not launch on
Sunday morning.
Chamber of Commerce
President Frank Ferrara
said a combination of costs
and lack of participation
by the balloonists forced
the Chamber to cancel
the “Hare and the Hound”

Half of CopperWynd
open for vacations
By Barb Charzuk
Times Reporter

Closed last May, CopperWynd has re-opened 16 of its
32 suites under an exclusive agreement with MC
Vacations.
The two-story boutique
resort is geared for golf
packages and affordable
accommodations, according
to Ken McElroy, a town resident and principal/partner
of MC Companies, parent
company of MC Vacations.
Each European-inspired
suite offers two queen-size
beds, gas fireplaces and private balconies. Daily rates
range from $100 to $170 per
night.
The hotel cited difficult
economic times as the reason for closing. The resort,
built in 1999, earned national and international
hotelier, restaurant and
travel magazine awards.
McElroy said that he and
the current CopperWynd
partnership are much

aligned with the reopening
of the hotel, which provides
his guests with a great
place to stay in a unique
location and, at the same
time, boosts revenue for local businesses.
“Visitors and local residents can once again enjoy
the award-winning Alchemy Restaurant and utilize
the suites at the resort as
an extension of their own
homes for their out-of- town
guests,” said McElroy.
MC Vacations markets
area golf courses to golfers
across the United States,
Canada, Europe and Australia.
Prices for golf packages
depend on dates and golf
club. A four-night standard package in high season (Jan 1-April 30) with
CopperWynd accommodations and one round of golf
at three courses ranges
from $568 to $573.
Golf packages are per
person, based on double
(cont. on Page 11A)
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To meet this rising demand, the Professional
Disc Golf Association is
pleased to announce the
2010 National Tour, featuring the best disc golfers
from around the world
who will compete at the
top courses in the United
States.
This year’s tour, now in
its eighth season, will begin
in the desert oasis of Fountain Hills and Scottsdale at
The Memorial Championship presented by Discraft.
From March 3-6, more than
350 professional and ama-

Election coverage
• Debate,

Page 18A

• Q&A,

Page 18A

• Letters, Pages 9-10A
• Web videos

www.fhtimes.com

race for this year (see his
column on Page 6A).
Party cloudy skies on
Friday and Sunday and a
50 percent chance of rain
Saturday is the forecast for
the Great Fair weekend.
The Chamber sponsors
two juried annual arts and
crafts festivals on the Avenue of the Fountains and
a segment of Saguaro Boulevard, one in November
and the other in February.
Fort McDowell Casino is

“ O u r N a t i o n a l To u r
really brings together all
the elements of what is
great about our sport,”
said Dan Ginnelly, tournament director for The
Memorial Championship
and recent PDGA Hall of
Fame inductee.
“The competition, the

the official sponsor.
Hours are 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. Friday, Saturday and
Sunday, Feb. 26-28. Admission and parking are free.
Visitors are requested not
to bring dogs out of respect
for other fair-goers.
Now in its 23th year,
“The Great Fair” showcases nearly 500 artists
and artisans from across
the United States and some
foreign countries and attracts more than 200,000

These titles, in combination with his outstanding

INSIDE THIS WEEK
Can You Dig It?:
Unique video
debuts Tuesday
See Page 3A

Theater:
‘Our Town’ opens
Friday night
See Page 14A

Softball::
Softball’s Amanda
Scheffler (pictured)
and other spring sports
See Page 3B

Daily News Updates www.fhtimes.com

spectators.
Numerous food booths
offer the typical fair fare
of hot dogs to shish kebabs
and crepes to chocolatecovered strawberries on
a stick. A beer garden
overlooking Fountain Park
is reserved for legal-age
shoppers. The Sahnas
Brothers will provide live
music.
Wheelchairs and scooters
can be rented. The event
takes place, rain or shine.

On the women’s side, Valarie Jenkins (Santa Cruz,
Calif.) will defend her 2009
and 2008 Memorial Championship titles at the early
March event in the Arizona
desert.
Jenkins has been the
dominant female player
(cont. on Page 4A)
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*PARTIES: Holding parents responsible
(cont. from page 1A)

plied the alcohol.
With a social host ordinance in place locally,
an adult could be cited
if teens are drinking on
property for which they
are responsible, regardless of whether the adult
supplied the alcohol.
“As you can see from
the case with the Green
f a m i l y, m a n y p a r e n t s
need to pay closer attention and stop enabling
t h i s b e h a v i o r, ” G r o u x
said.
“A mother or father
will no longer be able
to get by with ‘a party
happened, but I wasn’t
hosting it,’ because an
ordinance would stipulate
that extra measures were
taken to ensure that parties were not happening
in their home.
“I have teen-aged kids.
I know that it sometimes
cramps my style to raise
them. That’s life.
“I had them, it is my responsibility to raise them
and protect them – sometimes from themselves.”
Town Councilwoman

Cassie Hansen is involved
with the substance abuse
prevention coalition and
sees merit in such an ordinance.
“I’m most impressed
by the number of parents willing to share and
openly discuss a very real
problem facing our town
and families,” Hansen
said of coalition efforts to
date.
“Local law enforcement
personnel have stated
that the state laws regarding underage consumption are vague and
difficult to enforce.
“(This) will hopefully
be a catalyst to encourage open and honest
discussions and further
the efforts of the coalition to address the substance abuse issues in
our town.”
Sheriff ’s Office Lt. Brian Jakowinicz said deputies must prove an adult
“knowingly” provided alcohol to minors.
“Very often the adults
will be in another part of
the house, or inside versus outside, and say they

did not know the minors
were drinking,” he added.
“Deputies are unable to
prove otherwise and are
unable to cite or arrest.”
According to Mothers
Against Drunk Driving,
cities in 32 states have
social-host ordinances.
In Arizona, cities like
Tucson, Casa Grande,
Coolidge, Eloy, Superior
and Miami have such
ordinances. The City of
Buckeye also is looking
into one.
According to the Governor ’s Office for Children, Youth and Families,
adult family members
and friends are common
sources of alcohol for
youths in gatherings on
private property.
Social host laws seek
to restrict youth access to
alcohol in these settings.
Social host ordinances
enable law enforcement
to cite the individual who
hosted the party, or who
owns or controls the land
where parties occur.
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Under social host laws,
these responsible individuals include parents,
landowners and tenants.
Several Arizona cities have passed social
host ordinances to create underage drinking
laws that can be enforced
without requiring proof of
knowledge that underage
drinking is occurring.
Ordinances can be
written to target adults
who fail to use reasonable precaution to keep
alcohol out of the hands
of minors, Groux added.
About half of the minors who drink get alcohol at a party.
“This is by far the number one place they report
drinking,” Groux said.
“Limiting or eliminating
this access is an effective
prevention measure.
“The main objective is
prevention. The intention is not to start witch
hunts…We all need to be
working to change the
norms.”
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