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Schools

Khalilian speaks, inspires FHHS students
By Michael Scharnow
Times Editor

The student body at
Fountain Hills High School
was recently inspired by
one man.
He wasn’t found in the
classrooms’ history books
or down on the football
field.
Johan Khalilian was
brought to campus courtesy of student government
and the Fountain Hills
Coalition to spread some
positive motivation among
impressionable teenagers.
Khalilian is an internationally known speaker

who also works for the nonprofit community program
called CANDO in Chicago.
The aspiring actor typically talks about such topics as leadership, character,
healthy choices, withstanding peer pressure, abstinence, masculinity and
faith.
To date he has spoken to
more than 200,000 young
men and women, encouraging them to dream big,
to hold true to their values
and to become agents of
change in an increasingly
complex world.
In two separate talks at
the high school, Khalilian
focused on motivation and

Johan Khalilian used two student volunteers from the
audience to help prove one his points.

Community Preschool are
gearing up for the 201213 academic year with
registration for both kindergarten and preschool
programs.
Registration will be
held Feb. 23 from 9 to 11
a.m., 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
and 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Registration continues
Feb. 24 from 9 to 11 a.m.
and 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
A birth certificate, immunization records and
proof of residency will
be needed upon registration.
For more information on
any of the available programs, contact the MMES
at 664-5211 or the Preschool at 664-5212.

offers two programs for
3-5-year-olds.
The half-day program
runs Monday through Friday from 8:45 to 11:15 a.m.
This program has a $330
monthly tuition.
Full-day preschool runs
Monday through Friday
from 8:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Tuition for this program is
$550 per month.
McDowell Mountain
Community Preschool also
offers a Developmental
half-day program Monday
through Wednesdays from
8:45 to 11:15 a.m. or 12:45
to 3:15 p.m. Tuition for this
program is $210 per month.
All classes follow Arizona State Standards with
lessons to reinforce learn-

chasing dreams, urging the
high schoolers to make a
difference in the world.
All good talks include
visual aids, so Khalilian
grabbed two volunteers to
run a race around the gym.
The only trouble was,
one student was blindfolded, having to depend
on shouts from the crowd
to hopefully not run into a
wall.
“As we push through
life, find things out, sometimes it feels like you have
a blindfold on and you have
to follow others’ directions,”
he told the enthusiastic
and attentive crowd.
“And there are always
those voices trying to get
the person in the blindfold
to go a different direction.
“You can push past what
you see and create something new. How many of
you are willing to push
through with new dreams?”
The youthful Khalilian
easily connected with the
local teens – cracking jokes,
talking about his rough
childhood upbringing and
mocking well-known songs.
Khalilian, who has appeared on “The Tyra Banks
Show” twice and the “Today” show, warned the
students about media influences – heavy advertising,

etc.
“People are always trying to sell something, trying to take as much money
from our pockets as they
can,” he said. “We live in
a world fighting for our attention.”
Khalilian said different
world leaders have effectively used slogans and
repeated phrases to influence entire generations.
He added, “Hitler once
said, ‘How fortunate are
the leaders that men do not
think.’
“Let’s start thinking for
ourselves.
“Hitler had a very specific message of hate, but
he got an entire country
to follow him. As you sit in
those seats, are you thinking your own thoughts?
“Let’s recapture our
minds. Are you willing to
grasp that and not just be
a follower?”
Khalilian told the teens
that their choices are important. They can choose
to make the classroom
or their homes, for example, healthy places or
unhealthy ones.
“Every choice affects
not only you but everyone
around you,” he said.
“Your choices today will
affect you 10 years from
now.
“I’m crazy enough to
think that what I’m doing
right now makes a difference.
“I see not just teenagers,
but I see doctors, mothers,

Kindergarten
McDowell Mountain Elementary School will be offering both half and full-day
kindergarten programs.
The half-day program
will run from 8:45 to 11:35
a.m. and features a curriculum that adheres to
Arizona State Standards,
lessons to reinforce learning, recess and special
classes featuring art, computers, physical education,
music and library time.
The full-day program
runs from 8:45 a.m. to 3:20
p.m. Students attending
full-day kindergarten will
also have lunch and a cool
down period.

contract,
calendar
The superintendent’s
contract, the possibility of
a new high school sport and
alterations to next school
year’s calendar will be up
for discussion at tonight’s
school board meeting set
to begin at 6:30 p.m. in the
District Learning Center.
This meeting will be open
to the public.
School principals will
be on-hand this evening to
present their regular board
updates, and a pair of class
trips will be considered
during new business.
Continuing discussion
from the late January
study session, the board
will tonight consider an
alternative plan for performance pay to be included
in the new superintendent
contract. Once approved,
the exact parameters and
percentage of said performance pay would then be
included in negotiations
with FHUSD’s new superintendent.
A revised 2012-13 calendar will also be considered in new business with
adjustments made to accommodate teaching and
testing.
Finally, FHHS may have
a new sport added to the
spring season, pending
board approval. The school
has been invited to take
part in a two-year pilot program for girls sand volleyball. If approved, practices
would begin immediately.
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difference?”
He urged the students
to shout out their answers,
and with that the talk ended to thunderous applause.
Coalition leaders said
they heard many positive
comments from faculty and
students about Khalilian’s
talk and his message.

6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2012
District Administration Center
FHUSD Learning Center
16000 E. Palisades Blvd.
Preliminary- 6:30 p.m.
• There will be an open call to the public.
Reports and Announcements
• The board will hear updates from Superintendent
Bill Myhr, reports from board members, STUBO,
principals, and review the unaudited financial report,
enrollment figures, auxiliary account funds and site
council minutes.
Consent Agenda
• The board will approve disposal of fixed assets,
payroll vouchers, donations to the district and payable
vouchers.
Unfinished Business
• The board may approve the board liaison assignments
for 2012.
New Business
• The board will approve the personnel report.
• The board will consider a Botball trip to San Diego
on March 10.
• The board may approve contractual language
regarding an alternative plan for performance pay to be
included in the Superintendent’s contract.
• The board will consider revisions to the 2012-13
school calendar.
• The board will consider a two-year pilot program
for a girls sand volleyball team.
• The board will consider a STUGO trip to the state
convention at Cactus High School on Feb. 9-11.
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Five Fountain Hills Middle School students have been selected to join the All State
Band. From right, TJ DeNinis, Amy Carr, Jordan Wodynski, Gwyn Goltry and Mitchell
Schurz join fellow young musicians from around Arizona to form this special
ensemble.
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Nobel Peace Prize winners….Your hearts are full
of love.
“Do you see that reflection in the mirror? My
hope is that deep inside
you know who you are and
whose dreams matter.
“Are you crazy enough
to believe you can make a

math activities, etc.

FHMS band students shine
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Johan Khalilian engaged the students at Fountain Hills
High and encouraged them to chase dreams.
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