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*Drug coalition offers
teen essay contest

The Fountain Hills
Youth Substance Abuse
Prevention Coalition is
sponsoring an essay contest among local high
school students.
Students are being
asked to write an essay of
750 words or less on the
topic of “The importance
of staying connected with
your parents.”
Grand prize is $500 in
cash and gift cards from
local merchants.
Second place nets a $100
local gift card, while the
third-place finisher wins a
$50 local gift card.
Entry forms and contest
rules are available from
FHHS English teachers
and the Fountain Hills

Branch Library.
Contest deadline is Jan.
31.
Award funding has been
provided by Loving Family
Dental, Sami Fine Jewelry,
Fountain Hills Community
Foundation, Lisa Murray
of RE/MAX Sun Properties,
Sheri Patton of American
Family Insurance, Phil’s
Filling Station, Stop and
Go Traffic School, Shawn
White of Sternfels & White
Law Office and Todd Russell of Meridian Bank.
One of the 2011 goals
of the drug coalition is
emphasizing the positive
nature of teens and encouraging the development
of relationships between
teens and their parents.
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State sees drop in
meth use by youths
Former Attorney General Terry Goddard announced, just prior to his
term ending at the end of
2010, a major achievement
in Arizona’s fight against
methamphetamine.
According to the Arizona
Criminal Justice Commission’s 2010 Arizona Youth
Survey, youth methamphetamine use across Arizona has declined by more
than 65 percent between
2006 and 2010.
The youth survey is a
bi-annual assessment of
substance abuse and other
high-risk youth behavior in
Arizona.
The 2010 survey measured statewide and
county-by-county meth
use among students in
grades 8, 10 and 12 and
compared those results to
data obtained in the 2006
and 2008 youth surveys.
In 2006, 4.3 percent of Arizona teens said they had
tried meth at least once. In
2010, that figure dropped
to 1.5 percent.
In making the announcement, Goddard cited Arizona’s development
of a coordinated effort that
includes law enforcement,
treatment and prevention
as key to the decline.
“The new data show that
Arizona’s commitment to
educating teens about the
risks of using meth is paying off,” Goddard said.
“Thanks to the Arizona
Meth Project and community programs around
the state, we are seeing
dramatic decreases in teen
methamphetamine use.
“With the supply of meth
increasing as a result of
trafficking by the Mexican
drug cartels, prevention efforts are even more critical
to our success in overcoming Arizona’s methamphetamine problem.”
Prior to the launch of
the Arizona Meth Project,
meth use in Arizona was
twice the national average.
Arizona ranks No. 1 in
the nation for meth-related identity theft, and 65
percent of Arizona’s child
abuse and neglect cases
involve meth.
According to the U.S.
Justice Department, the
supply of meth in the U.S.
is at its highest level, highest purity and lowest cost
in five years due to increased trafficking by the
Mexican drug cartels.
Additional information,
including county level sta-

tistics, is available on the
Arizona Criminal Justice
Commission’s website,
www.acjc.state.az.us. For
more information about the
Arizona Meth Project, visit
www.arizonamethproject.
org.
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