2A / THE FOUNTAIN HILLS TIMES / June 2, 2010

Drug coalition

Fall program set for parenting
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Abuse Policy.
Karen Whalen-Bayne of
the coalition said the “Staying Connected with Your
Teen” program teaches
parents and teens skills to
improve communication.
She added that the coalition selected this program
because it is a sciencebased prevention program
that is grounded in rigorous research from a variety
of disciplines.
Families who participated in the program showed
improvement in five critical areas -- prevention of
substance abuse, improved
family discipline practices,
improved family supervision skills, improved family bonding and reduced

family attitudes favorable
to anti-social behavior.
The program consists of:
* Real life strategies to
increase bonding, reduce
risk factors and increase
protective factors resulting
in a more effective relationship with your teen.
* Ideas for parents to
supervise their teen while
reducing arguments and
accusations about invading
your teen’s privacy.
* Techniques to assist
parents with setting family policies on health and
safety issues.
* Tools and methods for
effective family problem
solving.
“Things start to change
with kids once they enter

their middle school years,”
said Whalen-Bayne, a retired educator.
“This is a very proactive,
practical program. It’s not
just about alcohol. A major
emphasis is keeping alive
those relationships with
your children.”
The first sessions will
start in mid-August. Others will be held in September, October, January,
February and March.
All sessions will be conducted in the Fountain
Hills Unified School District Learning Center.
To sign up or for more information, contact WhalenBayne at (480) 639-0519 or
e-mail her at karob@cox.
net.

“Many parents are unaware of the legal consequences of underage
drinking and hosting parties,” said Dwight Johnson,
who is helping organize the
symposium for the coalition.
While the Town of Fountain Hills is exploring the
possibility of enacting a

minors are drinking.
“We have laws in place
to address many of the
concerns we have here,” Elkie said. “You can go after
parents hosting parties.”
Still, Sheriff ’s Lt. Brian
Jakowinicz said later in the
meeting that often times
issuing citations to parents
for hosting underage par-

tion director, said assessments and other
information concerning
social hosting ordinances
passed by Arizona cities
and town were given to
town officials.
“A lot of work still needs
to be done,” she said. “Before you pass a local ordinance, it’s important to

at a local ordinance,” she
added.
The prevention coalition’s mission is: “Through
community-wide collaboration, Fountain Hills
will work together to reduce substance abuse
among youths ages 12-18,
and, over time, among
adults.”

SUMMER: Parents need to be vigilant
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drinking, the higher the
risk of alcohol disorders
later in life. If onset is
at age 13, there is a 40
percent chance of having
alcohol disorders later.
“Why, as a parent, would
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Ever hear of attending a
workshop in which you get
paid for participating?
Usually it works the other way around, but starting
with the new school year
the Fountain Hills Youth
Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition is offering a
parenting workshop with a
unique catch.
The first 12 parents
who sign up for a session
of “Staying Connected with
Your Teen” will receive $100.
There is a total of 10
hours in the workshops.
The program is being
funded through a grant
awarded the coalition by
the Governor’s Office for
Children, Youth & Families
– Division for Substance

you want this for your
child?
“Our community has to
address this problem, not
just the parents. One way
to attack the problem is to
reduce access to alcohol.
“Parties are a very big
problem in Fountain Hills.”

Groux said the Safe
Homes Network will help
increase awareness.
“When your kid screws
up, you tend to go underground,” she said. “Especially in a small town like
this.
“But you shouldn’t go si-

lent. It’s a phenomenon I’d
like to break. I don’t think
it’s helpful. It’s important
to share information as
parents with one another.
“We need to change the
social norm, to say that
(underage drinking) is not
OK, it’s illegal.”

ELKIE: Attorney to take seat
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“I don’t know what about
me appealed to people,”
Elkie said. “I believe I can
bring a fresh perspective,
and I will not push a personal agenda.”
Elkie said the election
process was a very satisfying experience and he is
happy with the support he
received.
Although he was born
in Los Angeles, Elkie came
to Arizona when he was
12 years old. He graduated from Alhambra High
School in Phoenix in 1989.
Immediately after graduating from high school Elkie joined the U.S. Marine
Corps.
He served in Operation
Desert Storm in Kuwait
and Iraq and Operation
Restore Hope in Somalia.
After four years in the
Marines Elkie attended
Arizona State University
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and received a bachelor’s
degree in justice studies in
1997.
He attended California
Western Law School in
San Diego and graduated
in 2002.
Elkie was working for a
law firm in the Valley when
he attended a party at his
boss’s house in Fountain
Hills.
“I fell in love with the
town and had to move
here,” Elkie said.
He said his legal career
has given him experience
in mediation and bringing people together. He
believes this is a skill that
will be valuable as he sits
on the Town Council.
“Bringing sides together
is what I do,” Elkie said. “It
is where I have my expertise and training.
“I reach out to understand others and have
them understand me.
“As an attorney I get
to the heart of the issue,
I want to understand people’s goals and reach a
happy medium.”
Elkie said the council should be a place for
healthy debate and then
have members act in concert to achieve the common
goals of the community.
“We may have ideological differences, but that
doesn’t mean we can’t talk,”

Elkie said. “We should be
able to look one another in
the eye and shake hands.”
Elkie said he brings a
blank slate to relationships
and he believes people can
have a civil discussion to
reach a consensus.
Elkie said he is a limited
government person.
“To me less is better,” he
said. “We should look for
ways to be self sustaining.
“The idea of reviving a
fire district is intriguing.
We should look at it more
closely.”
As he gets ready to take
office, Elkie seems comfortable that the proposed budget is as lean as it should
be.

However, he believes the
current recession should
provide lessons for the future.
“As the economy turns
around we need to watch
and be more conservative
with how we fund programs,” he said.
Elkie said he will be an
accessible council member.
He operates his law practice as much as possible
with an open door policy,
and said he will do the
same as a council member.
“People know if they see
my car at the office they
can stop by and I will get to
them,” Elkie said. “I prefer
meeting people in person,
but you can call or e-mail.”

Tea Party on June 17
The next Tea Party
meeting will be held
Thursday, June 17.
It will be held at 6:30
p.m. at the FHUSD
Learning Center, corner
of Palisades and Golden
Eagle boulevards.
All District 5 Congressional candidates will
be present for a formal
debate.
Candidates challeng-

ing Congressman Harry
Mitchell are Dr. Chris
Salvino, Susan Bitter
Smith, David Schweikert, Nick Coons, Mark
Spinks, Jim Ward and
Lee Gentry.
Peter Bordow and Jeff
Cohen will serve as moderators.
Information: www.
fhteapartypatriots.
org.
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We are dedicated to providing each individual with excellent Dental Care within a comfortable, pleasant environment.
We strive to make every patient feel special and treat them with warmth, compassion, and respect.

Services We Provide:
• Special Needs Dentistry
• Dentures
• Dentistry for Children and Adults • Cerec® Crowns and Bridgework
• Tooth Extractions
• Restorations & Porcelain Veneers

• Implants
• Invisalign
• IV Sedation

Richard E. Feldhake, DMD & Associates
Shannon Coen, DMD • Lonnie Eckman, DMD
Hours: Monday-Thursday 8am-5pm • Friday – 8am-2pm • Saturday by appointment only
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